
The Feast of Ascension — (Fr. Stephen OMI) 

My dear parishioners, last Sunday we listened to the farewell words of Jesus Who clearly told us that He 
is going to the Father. He also did not forget to tell us that He will save a place for us in His Father’s 
house. But until we meet in that place, Jesus promised to send us an ADVOCATE to be with us and to 
guide us to that place. On this 7th Sunday of Easter, we commemorate His departure by celebrating the 
feast of the Ascension. 

After reading all these Sundays from the Gospel of Saint John, today we suddenly shift into Saint 
Matthew who narrates the incident of the Ascension. According to Saint  Matthew, after being with His 
disciples, appearing and teaching them for 40 days, it’s now time for Jesus to ascend to His Father, to be 
crowned as “The King”, and to be seated at the right hand of the Father. But before His departure, Jesus 
placed a huge responsibility on the disciples; and Saint  Matthew is very particular in reporting this 
missionary mandate to us today. Before He ascended, Jesus said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations baptizing them …”(Mt. 28:19). What is important for us to remember in these words of Jesus is 
that this command was not only for the disciples but for all believers throughout history, including us 
today. But the final words of today’s Gospel—“And behold, I am with you until the end of the age” (Mt. 
28:20)—create a kind of a doubt in our minds as to what His departure would really mean. 

My dear friends, here we must be very careful NOT to misunderstand the Ascension by trying to 
understand it in terms of our human experience. For us, “a departure” would mean that someone is 
going away or leaving us, either temporarily or for good. But in Jesus’ case. He is not leaving the earth, 
and His risen mystical body will always be with us. Then what is the feast of Ascension? It is the end of 
Jesus’ salvific mission and His returning to the Father to own the crown as THE KING OF THE 
UNIVERSE: to rule the earth until the end of time. The symbol of “Jesus is seated at the right hand of 
the Father” would theologically mean that together with the Father, Jesus is now in command to rule the 
earth and has the power to judge the people.  

Therefore, my dear friends, today’s feast of the Ascension reminds us of two important things: 

1. The missionary mandate of Jesus to make disciples of all nations mentioned in today’s Gospel 
applies to you and me as well. 

2. Jesus who ascended to the Father after finishing His salvific mission is now watching you and me 
and will be meeting us one day. 

 

 


